Gustave Flaubert Letters

You seem astonished at the ill will. You are too simple.
You do not know how original your book is, and how many
personal feelings must be offended by the force it contains.
You think you are doing things that will pass as a letter in
the mail; ah! well, yes!

I have insisted on the plan of your book; that is what they
understand the least and it is what is the most important. I
tried to show the ordinary people how they should read; for
it is the ordinary people who make successes. The clever ones
don't like the successes of others. I don't pay attention to

the malicious; it would honor them too much.

G. S.

My mother has your telegram and is sending her manuscript
to Girardin.

4 o'clock in the afternoon.

Lin a

CXL.    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, IN PAEIS

Nohant, 14 December, 1869

I do not see my article coming out, but others are appear-
ing which are bad and unjust. One's enemies are always better
served than one's friends. And then, when one frog begins
to croak, all the others follow suit. After a certain reverence
has been violated every one tries to see who can best jump on
the shoulders of the statue; it is always like that. You are
undergoing the disadvantages of having a style that is not yet
familiar through repetition, and all are making idiots of them-
selves so as not to see it.

Absolute impersonality is debatable, and I do not accept it
absolutely; but I wonder that Saint-Victor who has preached it
so much and has criticised my plays because they were not
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